
 

 

Women and girls have specific health and sanitary needs, yet health facilities in refugee camps 

are often share by women and men, as this allows immediate needs to be met quickly and at a 

low cost. Many women avoid using latrines that are poorly lit, located in remote locations, or 

are unattended, especially out of fear of being harassed or attacked. A worrying number of 

women and girls do not use the latrines provided by NGOs. Safe sanitary facilities are essential 

in order for women and girls to use them, to ensure both their physical and mental health. 

NIGERIA: SAFE SANITARY FACILITIES 
In 2017 and 2018, Oxfam and researchers from the Water Engineering and Development 

Centre (WEDC) conducted field surveys on health facilities in the Aburi camp in Nigeria. 

Action Against Hunger is building similar latrines in the Basiri camp and has also conducted an 

assessment through discussion groups. These investigations were designed to analyse the 

perception among the inhabitants of the Aburi camp regarding four specific risks of Gender-

Based Violence (GBV): being a victim of voyeurism when using sanitary facilities; sexual 

harassment on the way to these facilities; sexual violence on the way to the facilities; sexual 

violence within the facilities. The fear of dangerous animals (scorpions, snakes, etc.) and the 

fear of being seen by men on the path to the latrines were also noted as obstacles to the safe 

use of latrines. The latter is linked directly with social and cultural norms, which make women 

and girls feel ashamed and embarrassed when going to latrines, and thus limit their mobility. 

For example, a woman who goes out in the evening may be suspected of meeting men and 

then being held responsible for any disgrace that befalls her family.  

MAIN RESULTS: 

of women fear being seen on the path to the latrines at night 

    of women are afraid of being spied on when using the sanitary 

facilities at night 

   of women avoid going to the latrines at night due to the 

presence of dangerous animals 

of women regulate their use of the latrines due to fear of sexual 

harassment at night 

of women fear sexual violence on their way to latrines at night 

of women are afraid of being victims of sexual violence in 

sanitary facilities at night 

OF WOMEN SURVEYED ARE DISCOURAGED FROM USING 

LATRINES DUE TO THE ASSOCIATED RISKS 

 

 

 

 

GENDER EQUALITY IN ACTION 
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 

The study also looked at the conditions that would allow people in the camp to feel safer when 

using the sanitary facilities and came up with the following recommendations: 

— Better location of latrines: not far from the tents and far from camp boundaries 

— Distinguishing sanitary facilities by gender: the people interviewed by Action Against 

Hunger were unanimously against unisex toilets. According to them, women’s and men’s 

latrines should also be separated, by a distance ranging from 10 to 100 metres.  

— Better lighting on the path and at sanitary facilities, for example by equipping people 

with portable lamps. 

— Installing an inner lock for each latrine 

— Consulting young, more vulnerable women when installing new latrines 

— Creating safe spaces for dialogue so people can talk about their concerns freely  

The Action Against Hunger teams in Nigeria are currently taking these recommendations into 

account: for example, locks are now being adapted.  

 


